
Product Reviews
An MR quick look: Car-mounted HO scale DCC uncouplers ▸▸

Price: $49.95 for single
uncoupler, $69.95 for 
double uncoupler

Manufacturer:
    System Five-O
       18165 Manorwood West
       Clinton Township, 
       MI 48038
       www.dccuncoupling.com
Description: HO scale boxcars   
    equipped with one or two 
    DCC-operated automatic   
    uncoupling mechanisms 
Comments: Ever wished you 
could drop any car any place on 
your layout with the push of a 
button on your digital command 
control (DCC) throttle? With 
System Five-O’s DCC uncoupling 
cars, you can. System Five-O 
offers a number of HO scale 40- 
and 50-foot Athearn boxcars 
equipped with one or two DCC- 
operated couplers. Or, you can 
send the firm your Athearn cars 
for installation as well.

The uncoupling mechanism is 
mounted to the car floor with 
double-sided tape and consists 

of a solenoid that pulls a thread 
attached to the knuckle of the 
coupler. The car picks up power 
from the track through metal 
wheelsets and has its own DCC 
decoder. Once the car’s address 
is selected, pressing the F3 
button opens (and closes) the 
coupler. If the car is equipped 
with two operating couplers, F4 
activates the opposite end.

I tested our sample car by 
pairing it with a switch engine to 
move cars one or two at a time 
around a large, hard-to-reach 
industry. I programmed the car’s 
address to match the locomotive 
so I didn’t have to toggle back 
and forth between the two just to 
operate the couplers. The 
uncoupling car worked well, 
especially for dropping cars 
inside the plant buildings. – D.P.
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TO ORDER BY MAIL: 
Send your order to Kalmbach 
Publishing Co., Dept. M2079, 
21027 Crossroads Circle, 
P.O. Box 986, Waukesha, WI 
53187-0986. Use chart for 
shipping & handling charges.

MERCHANDISE TOTAL ADD

$15.00 or less $4.95 
$15.01–$30.00 $5.50 
$30.01–$50.00 $6.50 
$50.01–$75.00 $7.50
$75.01 or more $8.50

Canada add an additional $2.00, 
other foreign add an additional 
$5.00. For Wisconsin delivery, add 5% 
sales tax to total; for Pennsylvania 
delivery, add 6% sales tax to total. 
For delivery in Canada add 6% GST 
to total. Payable in U.S. funds. Prices 
and availability subject to change.
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The Model Railroader’s Guide to 
Freight Cars
Freight cars are the backbone of any railroad 
-- in the real world or on your operating 
layout. Get a brief history of each type of 
North American freight car, then learn how 
car designs have changed from WWI to the 
present. Includes techniques for modeling 
realistic rolling stock in any scale. By Jeff 
Wilson. 8-1/2 x 10-3/4; 96 pgs.; 75 color 
and 110 black & white photos; 15 illus.; 
softcover.
12450 • $19.95 

The Model Railroader’s 
Guide to Freight Yards
HO and N scale illustrations plus prototype 
and layout photos introduce modelers to the 
principles of designing, constructing and 
operating a realistic freight yard. Covers how 
real rail yards receive and classify trains; 
defines the various yard designs and struc-
tures; and offers techniques for modeling 
yards on a layout of any size or era. By Andy 
Sperandeo. 8-1/2 x 10-3/4; 80 pgs.; 130 
color and 50 black & white photos; 20 illus.; 
softcover.
12248 • $18.95

The Model Railroader’s Guide to 
Industries Along the Tracks
Provides model railroaders with an overview 
of North American mining, refining, and 
agricultural operations served by the 
railroads, and the specific techniques used to 
model them on a realistic layout of any scale. 
Numerous photos and illustrations show key 
structures, the sequence of operations, and 
details. By Jeff Wilson. 8-1/2 x 10-3/4; 88 
pgs.; 150 color and 30 black & white photos; 
30 illus.; softcover.
12256 • $19.95

Building Realistic 
Freight Operations

NEW!
Detailing Freight Cars
Improve the appearance and performance of 
your freight cars! Jeff Wilson shows modelers 
how to improve ready-to-run and kit HO and 
N freight cars both visually and operationally with 
upgraded details, wheels, couplers, and loads. 
These how-to-tips apply to both the cars pictured 
in the book and the readers’ own HO, N, O, and G 
scale cars. 8½ x 10¾; 88 pgs; 175 color photos; 
25 b&w photos; 5 illus; softcover.
12420 • $18.95




